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William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Caton:

RECEIVED

APR 16 1996

f"EDERAL COM.l,AU"ICATlONS COMM
OFFIcE OF SECRETARl' ISS/ON

On behalf of the participants of the University of Wisconsin's 18th Annual Early Childhood
Conference in Whitewater Wisconsin, please accept the enclosed document as an ex parte
filing in the Children's Television Act proceeding (Docket No. 93-48).

The enclosed petition, signed by over 600 child educators, parents, and caregivers,
represents a strong call to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to make
broadcasters accountable to the public whose resources they use. In particular, the petition
urges FCC Commissioners to strengthen the rules implementing the Children's Television
Act by further defining what is meant by "educational" programming and requiring every
station to air a minimum of such programming - such as one hour per day between 7a.m.
and 10p.m. The petitioners also call for strong support of public broadcasting ~ "a vital
national resource for education and for our children."

The petition was independently organized and supported by Mr. Bob McGrath, an
internationally known figure in children's broadcasting and presenter at the Annual Early
Childhood Conference. About to begin his 28th season on Sesame Street, McGrath is a
successful recording artist and concert performer whose audiences now encompass two
generations of Sesame Street viewers. A parent of five children and grandparent to five
granddaughters, Mr. McGrath has served as Chairperson of National UNICEF Day, hosted
for two years the World Children's Day at the UN General Assembly, and has been active
in the Variety Children's Charity for over 25 years.

Sincerely,

rbl
J Chester

xecutive Director

cc: Chairman Reed Hundt
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner Rachelle Chong
Commissioner James Quello

OJ-'o
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Dear Mr. President, FCC Commissioners, Senators Dole, Pressler,
Representatives Gingrich, Fields, etc.:

We are writing to request that you use your office to promote the full
use of the public airwaves on behalf of our nation's children. As you know,
the public interest obligations for broadcasters are so vague that they are
practically unenforceable. Mark Fowler called them "legal fiction."

As America enters the age of digital information, broadcasters argue
that they should receive spectrum for advanced television for free, because
they are public trustees. We, the undersigned, teachers who work with the
young of this nation, urge you to make broadcasters accountable to the public
whose resources they use.

Under the law there are only two special classes of citizens in
broadcasting: politicians and children. Many of you benefit from the explicit
provisions of the law's Equal Time provision. Certainly our children are also
deserving of similar benefits as authorized by the 1990 Children's T.V. Act
(MM No. 93-48).

Specifically, we urie you to:

Support FCC Reed Hundt in his efforts to establish a minimum
quantitative requirement for such programming, such as one hour a day

.between 7 and 10 p.m., and to further define the "educational and
informational" programming requirement in the Children's Television Act.

Support public broadcasting, from early childhood programming to
dedicated classroom instruction. Public broadcasting is a vital national
resource for education and for our children.

We urge you to consider these points for one simple reason: Our
children are the public interest. They are the future of our country.
Broadcasters should honor their needs as the law requires and the public
deserves.

Sincerely,

2 ~S \:: Cl.f?\ N GU)~
TEf\Nec.lL- - N";S ~ 07~(O"

"This pedtlon Is lIlltlated and promoted by Bob McGrath Produc:tlons, Inc.
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UN1Y1lBSlTY OF WISCONSIN - WHITEWA.TER
BCC

Bob McGrtlt/a (Sasitnu 317ad517)

YALE UNIVEIISITY PAMlLY TELEVISION RESEARCH AND CONSULTATION CENTER
nBPutment ofPsychology
Yale UDiversity
Box 208205
New Haven. Conn. 06520-8205
(203) 432-4565

Co-DiI'ectora: Dorothy G. and Jerome L. SiDler
FtllllldU: 1976
AIUIIUIl b"'et: variable, based Oll project
~ *.If: 4 (hires additional researchers based on project)
PIupose: Conduct research Oll impact oftelevision on children and youth; provide consultation and evaluation of
programming aimed at youth~ advise parents, educators and health care specialists on use ofmedia for child and
adolescent development
m;.Ug1rts: Just published Creating Critical Viewers, a television literacy manual for middle· and high school students.

ICIDSNET
6856 Eastern Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20012
(202) 291-1400

FolUUkr adExecutive Director: Karen Jaffe
FoutUtd: 1984
A.1uuIiIl budget: $300,000
FuU-time staff: 4
PIupose: A computerized clearinghouse ofaudio, video, radio and television programming for young people from
preschool age through high school. Also develops curricular material around television programs for dissemination to
educators, health and social service professionals.
Highlights: In 1992, Jaffe was appointed to the Council of the National Endowment for Children's Educational Television.

CASEY JOURNALISM CENTER POR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
University ofMaryland
CoUeaePark, MD 20742·7111
(301) 405-2482

Diredor: Cathy Trost
FOlUltUtd: 1993
A.""uill budget: $350,000
Full-time staff: 2
Purpose: To enhance reporting about the issues and institutions affecting disadvantaged children and their families.
Inglalights: Annual conference on emerging issues related to children and families.

COALlTION POR QUALITY CHILDREN'S MEDIA
535 Cordova Road, Suite 456
Sante Fe, NM 87501
(50S) 989-8076

PubIisbes a list ofendorsed video titles free to pamlts. Send them a self-addressed, stamped envelope or email to:
kidsfirst@santefe.edu for a copy. The coalition also produces a yearly directory which descn"bes their endorsed titles in detail.
Endorsed videos must contain no gratuitous violence or sexuali~ no condescension toward children; no racial, gender, culture or
religious bias~ and no physical or veIbal abuse.

NATIONAL TELEMEDIA COUNCIL
120 East Wilson Street
Madison, WI 53703
(608) 257·7712

Executive Director: Marieli Rowe
Founded: 1953



Nadeaal Telemedia Council, coatiDued
A._tilBIUlpt: $50,000
F..u-tiwIc *.ff: all volunteer
PtupotJe: To promote critical television-viewing skills and media literacy for children and to link tbe efforts of teachers,
h"brarians, media specialists, parents and other care givers in helping children to be in rather than under the control ofthe
media.
1ligIIllg1at&: Has established a clearinghouse and database consisting ofseveral thousand entries on experts, publications
and resources on media literacy. /".

CENTl:Il FOR MEDIA EDUCATION V'
1511 K Street, N.W., Suite 518
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 628-2620

DWctor: Jeffrey Chester
FOIIIIUtI: 1991
A.IIIIUtll blUlg«: $500,000
F..u-tiwIc*If: 6
Purpose: To improve children's television programming and monitor compliance with the Children's Television Act of
1990 through the Campaign for Kids' TV, a project oftbe Center started in 1991.
Hipllg1at&: The Center's Maryland Campaign for Kids TV has mobilized the involvement ofsenior citizens, businesses
and parents in a collaborative public education effort to improve children's television. The campaign has also produced
report cards grading 15 television stations in Maryland and Washington to encourage their compliance with the
Children's Television Act.

CENTER FOR MEDIA LITERACY
1962 S. Shenandoah Street
Los ~les, CA 90034
(213) 931-4179

ExecutWe Director tlltd Founder: Elizabeth Thoman
Founded: 1985
AlutufllBudg«: varies between $350,000 to $500,000
F"ll-time stlljf: 5
Purpose: To help children and adults prepare for living and learning in a global media culture by translating media
literacy research and theory into practical information, training and education tools for teachers and youth leaders. parents
and care givers ofchildren.
Highlights: The Center's largest project to date, a media violence kit titled BeyondBlame: Challenging Violence in the
Media, will be released in November 1994. The kit, a learning series for teachers to use with elementary, middle- and high
school students, is designed to educate them about the myths and troths ofviolence in the media.

STRATEGIES FOR MEDIA LITERACY
1095 Market Street, Suite 617
SanFrancisco, CA 94103
(415) 621-2911

Founder tIItd Director: Kathleen Tyner
FOIUIded: 1986
Annutll budg«: $25,000 to $50,000 (varies)
Full-time*ff: 2
Purpose: To promote media education through weeldong media literacy institutes and on line dissemination ofmedia
education resources.

NEW MEXICO MEDIA LITERACY PROJECT
6400 Wyoming N.E.
Albuquerque. New Mexico 87109
(50S) 828-3129

Director: Bob McCannon
Contact: Erica Bizel



PETITION FROM THE PARTlCPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996



-- ------ ----_._--_.--------------

PEITI10N FROM nm PARTIOPANTS OF nm
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996

~a, e.rabh

~. NoU;,,,

e-b o..'c:\o"tiQ.... tie \\;;lQ~

W· A\',S
~~~~~~~~~~-l.1~~~~~~~~~~~~~'&3:1:; I;}

em..(Ul.ba¢t.2+~C.[a.iq....~~~'{i:U'I/IiJ.I.~&I::.~~~&f1_JJlJj2.l=o::..!W1iIlA~~

4~~=-=-...£~~~~&.J:::!~~~~~:.!:L.:-~~~~4~~~ler( t.v.i,
-IJ.'."LU.~~~~u..c~~:...----.L.....I..J-J-....:::d:.T_L'-=-~u...J:_-lW-I----IJo~..-..'t_ (L>lJ~ 0

E/IflL V

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~3Ea~ ~!
2!:L, !5'YJ---rc

R;k I.Uu.d t LU eTc. <60Q MAio S~he)ke.g, • WI. S-3D9....<

J:~=~~!qt,J~~ ;;~=~\"~ \;S, SIi<l3~

~&~G\n~Qr:~'t'tp~J1~~~tT
~a;~& 't3~'i:::a::~~ ~I ..L'1'!_~~ij~.IJ..~ ~---



-----~--

PE'IfI10N FROM THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996

-&;t:J::J.~~~:.JJJ;.~ ....c::~r:LJ::Awl~~j..Q.t1--'iii::!L..::i~"'~lMIiLL!I"ILuJO;1Q.iO )w;
~~~~-..!JL.L1..JjlIlJ);~~~lLl:iJ.ij.~~s.cL...w-UJ.rI~t!fP wL 'Z>~149,
6..aJ~.u:LrtJJaeu--l~i...LQ.Qt~LgQ--d.J..:l..~~J.J.!J.A..LJ:,(L+!J.'L54W1~'.-1JJT 53 i If C?
~~~lf;tW1~~~~~~~&Qo..Q4.~~CJlCA~~~~' ..1:!:W t' • 53186
~~"""""u.u¥o.I~~u..ua~~...L..J;,;~tl..!....:::.~~~~~~;,!J,:..~l.Ji() 53/8"b

(" I V ' ,'e Is 0.:c,63oE:.:j
. ~ AI' OOf'n ' '-- t I.A)'~ DChr t8+w,N\ ~

l~ 1'::J:f~~1.'5~7!1;lUl1o'7Luter tY1glm=:';;~6~
c/li-Z;;;;;;::L+P;;;;:;~?j.t:::'~~~':1701-



-_.----
PETITION'FROM TIm PARTIOPAN1'S OF THE

18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE
WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN

APRIL 13, 1996

. \d(,<,S.COC/.J 1 ()tc:JC OCnVl.ftj._.
li ~t, L l ht l.( ~ UCCltA .r;,j/j( ~k

~~_l7_~'ltj_'~~;r::l
..Jbt:I.~~.~-~~ltatQcl.~~~UdJ1mjW\amibrd,)!l ~II~

~fYJ~~I!I'llIiII"""'-~Iid.I5I&:.LfI.M.~W;;.L~~il!!IIUol!Jd.£......I6.ot.QJIlO-l~I-C..IdJ.I~~1U' uJI ~4lO;

~~~-dp.LQJQ.X..~~~1AOL..4~~~(1't$~

--!:::=:::.:::::;..:::::::::....::::::~~:::!.-_~~~~~~~~'-.J;;.~::::::....J!....!1~=:3!.;tf~~~<'lcf 6i~~
·If.J~~(....,OU~:2L.--t.~~.Q.~:::::::........lJ.'r£LJt1:.~u1£...tJ..ro~:...J::.bJL1J,uG'$ <5A<~4

". 3~
~~~w...l..~~~..:..--~~~~~~~~~....J..i..~..I:l;;,.\,A,U-Ji::iWdJI..P.~~.t01/'tl{~ s-tftfg/

~ita:2:~iA::::.::siZl~&.lIlI:~~~~~~~~~~~IfW,,;i~~~(u 61Di~

~~lIIotoL.ll;&.::4~~~~~~r..a...ll..II~~~~~~~.J.QtIiIr.Ulo.I~~~5 3 RD
4~:ZIalIe....-.y~~.J..!.LI.~~~~~z.+!LJr::J......Ll!ffi.~~~~((JZ(pt1 ~68116

.,,4-JLL,,~:....s...:;~~:=::::i:L.-c...c:.~"":':::'::;;;~"':::::::::::;L~'4-....t...J.:.....-~~~~w:....~~'-e kJ/ ,~f -?'fiJ S
I

~w::a~~~~~dtft1,~~LCZ!./~&J.~'(JL{)J(LE.I:....I//..~I.£.:.--LA~~+-~L...;S5-1{) !:J-
I(



t

PETITION FROM mE PARTICIPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHlLDHCX>D CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996

~~~...s....U.~~~..uJ,JL.e:llQ£lLJt.:.ot..LL.."l~J.LL:AJ..4..lJ.,u:.q.~~..Lf.1'.u:...JL;;)+-AA~
~~.LLLJifrLJ:J..W~~"'--..:.:..L.:~~~...J:::::=~~~~=-..L...I..o~.J.iL-L.:...:.V...::~:::...lY/I/W~L{k~



PETn'lON FROM THE PARTIOPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996



PETITION FROM THE PARTIOPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13,1996



PETITION FROM THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE·
18TH ANNUAL EARLY cmLDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996



PETITION FROM THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHlLDHCX>D CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996



PETITION FROM THE PARnOPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996



PETITION FROM THE PARnCPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996

~~(...(II.~tuN.~_.;::::::2~~:m~-.C..t.~Ur2lJe:.-~U:2...~~~ f);'lr.. m~

"",,*,~~1.M/J¥.~~~rta:¥::::.-..L...:~~U-.).L~~~~.£:::::~~~..u~~t:,11..;~· S+' rr!:iJdftk-



PETITION FROM THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996

, V't\.3 iJ;J LUI S4lRl
--l.'J~.A"A.,I ............,u.u~_-__"":"":";"~~.I-.l..:~~-=":~~~......:..:.J=:.-...;:::..u.;::=:.....:l

~.Ji,.H:z. Po(+-o..u~ Co. fy."bl.c, L:6cG.rJ lCC>' Mo.:... 5~. ,Sh"s.r.$ Po.l"\~ "41. S1I4Y!

Th,.,cdI.n &t.t M l..{)ee-f.tS- Kids 100 GG t9 w«; me! yon ) me'64on 0"C
-';A.AAi; 5ahnedWc.e-6 - k"JC» J T$ ~ i,gLeICi W. ~%ilQO Qd. M,~)Qn~ lA}j 600Q;;,

~ilitC~&;;;1r~Eat:h;;~~,~~



PETITION FROM THE PARnOPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996

M!,kJ/f
~

~~~~~~--I..:~~~~~~~~~-.:I..t:1..>...~~~"--...:..=:...&;/O~g

W~WI53t4'O
-----------------------~..:...;:;....""""'-=



PETITION FROM THE PARTIOPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13,1996



PETITION FROM THE PARTIOPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996

~~2!i%t!J%;£;!t~
f1~ C~~ ').:.I~~ lIv;;J..J.l44d~ ~ 0\0 - \i'" "vQ. ~'hilJ~(,roH S")['6-~

~M,j t . ::JJ;/O ~ •. ,~"'S:- S""3~lf

::J.tltJ;' 1: S-371)~

~~4=-!-!~~~_~~~...J:ll~~~~~~~.l1ll::~w~·'Nt~Jlc.,~~15~~l
--W:;:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.....I.::..~~~~~"""""'~(:~:~JU-t

U IJ '7f0'SS D

f;;~/:~s~~~"-':t--4't'4.I..l..LL.tt.~::......t:.-I-L~r..t.J,..(..~J::.t:.t.L'--'-4'""'b1lJJ.,Z;l.7'-l-"~....J4,.Ll-Ja,t.'-I-JJ.4::.tc.....st.£~ /

" 1J'l Wt ~/~
~c ~ -:..rc... ~ I " k- bf\tY\\In\ ~}1Q

GQ.I~/a 6:«11(,\0 (-CI1)D'kl1\LVCI (""\02 ~I;lc. /3D C· lV\qp/~ ~J..·'ef f)<~jr\.)LUI S35fh

.Kri 4"6.. 5lrriJr GfYlml-Vtl1:; {;;, ttl.. W /20 f &pip Gp'CJ/if 11m IA rr 531/lo ~
_ "\.. ~\J~~

• - <~

, 637Cl5
~~~'--lo:>I""""'-T::¥-~~--~Iob"'-'~"+'-"""""'-f-I-~""""~-'-'G ..........~..........~~~[IIS!Jrl. t/i'S31tJ::;

.~~~~-I--.J".U;i~~~~~~~...::U~~~~~L.I.&~~~~~~~JLlDiOf'B

~~~~~~~~~~t.:::::;:.~~~~~,#!=~~~~~.LI2.~~'! 6JT. 5.38',2-0

~~~f.lLtik::~=..!:::5dl.~-4>O-~;:;......::z.1~~~-=-r!fLLLU"~~1t.535l.f-5
4:)JJl'lIm&~MQb~..ill.~~~~!JQ;;p:Q~~~~~~~l.lD.J..Al..:!~~IYI\M'J

-W-~~~~~~~~~..&d-l~~~~~~~~~I...QQ~
I:/, ~:()7ci

~~~~'.I!:C.-~~~...L.J&~~~..L..£~'--!::2},~~~~;fIuufos-iO
~k.~~~~~-D~~~~~~k6a::i.--aLl.:.l.~~s...L~~~-@- ~;--li 6,:j.:J":1 t7

~~.,f.,.4-~~~~~~4:J:"Vi,~~~~~1-+..A::So::LJ~~~I:IoU:U~JL b Q5'/()



PETITION FROM THE PARnOpANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996

~1lfd.£Ld~~~iL-~~~~~~-..-----..-_~ofLUt.~.c.d.&:2~~toIl5
~~~t.a:~~~~~rl:1t2:::1LQ~~Z:1d~~....!!if!!.!2..IL,~bZ..L.p1~~.J:1d.t(), ~~

~~~~Hn----rti"~--.,---~~~~~~~~:lZ1 ~I 53549
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.uo:.;;....;~~\j~-\\1\5~
·~~~~~~~li~~~~~~~~S:&;;SL..::::~~~!±::¥~~ 9J\_A:l~0.JL-:'"""": ~7L( 'f

~~~..&....::::....g.::.~~u.c::~::::..u~~~~~~::L.W~~~~CfdJilit?~~
~fL¥I.!J.ll4.,LL~.r:t::....~~~~~!::!.J;;.~~~~~~~~~~~ru<J-"LJ~, SJ9{S
...u.Jl.~~~~~...L::fL~;L.L:.~~~¥-W~~~~~--I::1.i.~\5·'16v ~



PETITION FROM THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996

/ 1 u,J~nesU I lie.
~~~4F"7H'J~~--jf~M"i71F~~~~~-e;;~~ J WI 535~
.L...:r-:~o6q~~a.L;:::::S:~---':""'r--~~~~~~iC:CI.::::!I....J2:~~::""""'~~~:.:.:::::j..!li/~ Je.M," 1.1,'1( I wI

~~~:!::!:::!::~~~~~~_~::::""":'~'...L::---.:JLi:2.!::::::"-~~~'l-..:=::.::::....:~~3 b' )45"



PETITION FROM THE PARTIOPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996

~i.d..Ara.t::J'-:L..;~~C&5..tL#:.Gt::L.L1a~~&l.t:I.~~'W4.,cLil..l.L':z.-'3 7/1
~~o¥--~'O.f9'-~~~~~.-~~.-..-~~~t::::.l--...w.L,~5TlII



PETITION FROM THE PARTIOPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996



PETITION FROM THE PARTIOPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996

i ( //
l\. II. ",
( It

L -I l , r)



PETITION FROM THE PARTIOPANTS OF THE
18TH ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

WHITEWATER, WISCONSIN
APRIL 13, 1996

~~:..Ywt.~~~~~[{U(1~~~l:..J:X2).~~~'.!I/.(.' ~m~

531Sl


